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COMMUNICATING FOR AMERICA BOARD MEMBER ADDRESSES 
NATIONAL IMMIGRATION REFORM SUMMIT ON THE NEED FOR 

COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION REFORM AND THE BENEFITS OF THE 
J-1 TRAINEE AND INTERN VISA PROGRAM 

 
 Seattle, WA Ð Communicating for America (CA) board member David Ramey 
recently participated in a discussion panel of employers as part of a daylong immigration 
reform summit in Seattle, Washington on August 12. The summit was sponsored by 
ImmigrationWorks USA and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. ImmigrationWorks USA 
is a national organization advancing immigration reform that works for all Americans Ð 
employers, workers and citizens. In addition to business owners, conference participants 
included state and national elected officials and their staff, top immigration attorneys, 
business and university leaders, state and national employer associations, and current and 
former staff for a number of government agencies including the Department of Labor, 
ICE, and USCIS. 
 

Employers on the panel, representing agriculture, high-tech and hospitality among 
other industries, expressed the need for foreign workers in their businesses, pointed out 
the inadequacies in the current guest worker programs, and emphasized the need for 
comprehensive immigration reform. Rob Valicoff of the Valicoff Fruit Company, who is 
a 3rd generation fruit farmer in WashingtonÕs Yakima Valley, said that the future of his 
operation is in question because of concerns over the availability and uncertainty of 
workers. ÒWill my son be able to take over the operation,Ó Valicoff asked, Òwithout 
comprehensive immigration reform that addresses the shortage of available labor for 
American producers, I just donÕt know.Ó 
 

David Ramey, who has served on the CA Board of Directors since 1991, is the 
owner and winemaker of Ramey Wine Cellars in Healdsburg, California. He agreed with 
his co-panelists that current immigration law hurts his industry. ÒThe current immigration 
law doesnÕt work for vineyards,Ó he said Òin fact, I would say that the current law 
actually leads to an increase number of undocumented workers.Ó Ramey did, however, 
have some positive information to share with the group. ÒThe J-1 visa program has been 
an important part of my winery since we began in 1996.Ó Ramey continued. ÒExchanges 
benefit all parties, and with the current temporary guest worker program becoming more 



and more complicated to use, the J-1 trainee and intern visa could be the most favorable 
and flexible option for farmers and small businesses needing a dependable and legal 
source of foreign workers.Ó 
 

CA President Wayne Nelson said that the struggling economy has not changed the 
labor needs of American producers. ÒDespite the recent high unemployment figures, all 
areas of agriculture have seen the need for additional labor and American workers have 
not been able to fulfill that need,Ó Nelson said.  ÒAmericaÕs farmers and small businesses 
are struggling to meet their labor needs with domestic workers, and the temporary guest 
worker program is becoming more and more complex.Ó 
 
 
 Communicating for America is a 38-year-old non-partisan and non-profit national 
association made up of farmers and small businesses all across rural America.  For more 
information on CA, visit their web site at www.communicatingforamerica.org. 
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